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burden on the middle class, who are
rapidly becoming low-wage workers be-
cause of our policies in this country. I
agree completely that the first step
that we have to do is to raise the min-
imum wage and have that discussion
and really provide and demonstrate
that this Congress really cares about
working people in America. That’s our
first thing.

But I'm also glad that you’ve given
me an opportunity this afternoon to
talk about one other issue that is not
really directly related to this issue,
and that has to do with environmental
issues.

I just want to report to my col-
leagues that later this month the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, which is the leading inter-
national climate science body with
over 195 member countries, is going to
be releasing a report which will predict
that the planet’s average global tem-
perature will increase by more than 2
degrees Celsius over the next century.
Not only does this report issue new
warnings about continued warming,
but it asserts that the scientific com-
munity can now claim with 95 percent
certainty that the warming is a by-
product of human activity.

Yet in this House of Representatives,
the majority party continues to ignore
the warnings of the scientific commu-
nity. Over the past 2 years, this Con-
gress has done absolutely nothing to
address climate change. Republicans in
the House voted to overturn EPA’s sci-
entific findings that climate change
endangers health and the environment.
They voted to block U.S. participation
in international climate change nego-
tiations, and they voted to stop the
agencies from even preparing for the
effects of climate change.

Just yesterday, Republicans on the
Energy and Commerce Committee re-
vealed that they are preparing to intro-
duce legislation aimed at preventing
EPA from limiting the amount of CO»
emitted from coal-fired power plants.

This is a mistake.

Mr. Speaker, we need to be moving
ahead with policies aimed at encour-
aging alternative sources of energy,
preparing for the worst effects of cli-
mate change. We need policies that are
not written by the coal lobby. We must
take action. And I must remind you,
just as you raised these issues about
the effect of the economy on our mid-
dle class and our lack of preparation of
working families, that the people that
are the most affected are the people
that have the least ability to deal with
climate change, and they are working
Americans.

It is all related. We must protect
working Americans, and the way we do
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it is to not only acknowledge some of
the effects of climate change but really
to give working families the tools that
they need so that they can survive.
And more than survive, so they can
prosper in this society. That’s what
this is all about.

I thank you for raising this issue, and
I am glad to show support.

Mr. POCAN. I thank Representative
LOWENTHAL. On behalf of the Progres-
sive Caucus, thank you for showing
some of the other issues we’re working
on. We’re fighting for equality for
every single person across the country.
We want everyone to have access to de-
mocracy. We need to have meaningful
campaign finance reform, from the
Citizens United decision to every single
candidate for Congress and how we
fund our campaigns.

We need to make sure every single
person has the right to vote in this
country, something that because of the
recent Supreme Court decision isn’t
guaranteed.

But one thing the Progressive Caucus
today really wanted to highlight, and
we have made the case, why we joined
s0 many workers across the country in
the month of August who are getting
paid minimum wage, who are barely
getting by, who aren’t being treated
fairly in their workplace: we literally
have too many people who are paid too
little for the work they do. As Rep-
resentative NOLAN said, the rich are
getting richer and the poor are getting
poorer. It’s not a talking point, it’s a
fact. It’s the actual statistics that are
out there.

If we’re going to help people support
their families, if we’re going to help
support the economy, if we’re really
going to take people off of government
assistance, the very ones who are
working and yet having to be on gov-
ernment assistance because of the low
wage they make, there’s a simple an-
swer, and that’s increase the minimum
wage. That’s what we came here to
talk about today, Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the Progressive Caucus. We ap-
preciate having the time to talk about
the plight of the low-wage worker and
why we need to raise the minimum
wage.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

September 11, 2013

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today after 3 p.m. on ac-
count of family business.

PUBLICATION OF BUDGETARY
MATERIAL

STATUS REPORT ON CURRENT LEVELS OF ON-
BUDGET SPENDING AND REVENUES FOR FY 2013,
2014 AND THE 10-YEAR PERIOD FY 2014 THROUGH
FY 2023

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET,
Washington, DC, September 11, 2013.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, Office of the Speaker, U.S. Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, to fa-
cilitate application of sections 302 and 311 of
the Congressional Budget Act, I am trans-
mitting an updated status report on the cur-
rent levels of on-budget spending and reve-
nues for fiscal years 2013, 2014 and for the 10-
year period of fiscal year 2014 through fiscal
year 2023. This status report is current
through September 6, 2013.

The term ‘‘current level” refers to the
amounts of spending and revenues estimated
for each fiscal year based on laws enacted or
awaiting the President’s signature.

Table 1 in the report compares the current
levels of total budget authority, outlays, and
revenues with the overall limits set in H.
Con. Res. 112 (112th Congress) for fiscal year
2013 and H. Con. Res 25 (113th Congress) for
fiscal year 2014 and the 10-year period of fis-
cal year 2014 through 2023. This comparison
is needed to implement section 311(a) of the
Budget Act, which creates a point of order
against measures that would breach the
budget resolution’s aggregate levels. The
table does not show budget authority and
outlays for years after fiscal year 2014 be-
cause appropriations for those years have
not yet been considered.

Table 2 compares the current levels of
budget authority and outlays for action com-
pleted by each authorizing committee with
the ‘‘section 302(a)’’ allocations made under
H. Con. Res. 112 (112th Congress) for fiscal
year 2013 and H. Con. Res 25 (113th Congress)
for fiscal years 2014 and the 10-year period
2014 through 2023. ‘“‘Action’ refers to legisla-
tion enacted after the adoption of the budget
resolution. This comparison is needed to en-
force section 302(f) of the Budget Act, which
creates a point of order against measures
that would breach the section 302(a) alloca-
tion of new budget authority for the com-
mittee that reported the measure. It is also
needed to implement section 311(b), which
exempts committees that comply with their
allocations from the point of order under
section 311(a).

Table 3 compares the current status of dis-
cretionary appropriations for fiscal years
2013 and 2014 with the ‘‘section 302(b)’’ sub-al-
locations of discretionary budget authority
and outlays among Appropriations sub-
committees. The comparison is also needed
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